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This is a period of restlessness and 
urge for change in the world, in the 
United States, in religion, in politics, in 
education, in social work; so it is only 
natural that the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom, which 
works so closely with changing world 
conditions, should feel it, too. Only— 
we must remember that change may be 
for the better or it may be for the 
worse. Change must not be made an 
end in itself. It is good and useful only 
so far as it leads to something better. 
Thousands both at home and abroad 
are fearful that Eisenhower’s changes 
may not all be for the better. 


Changes in the WIL, which has al- 
ways been a pioneer organization, not 
a static or backward one that needs a 
revolution to make improvement pos- 
sible, come about by the slower, steadier 
healthier processes of gradual growth. 
By the advanced nature of our work 
and courageous stands we do not attract 
great numbers, but we do appeal to the 
wise and the intelligent. 


We have always had fine people at 
the top. One of our most,urgent tasks 
now is to see that we also have fine 
people at the bottom. We must find a 
way to give closer attention to the indi- 
vidual needs and the make-up of our 
branches. It is not by any means the 
first time that we have been under at- 
tack as being pro-Communist or pro- 
Nazi. Some of you will remember the 
years after the Russian revolution when 
we had the courage to work actively for 
the recognition of it as a de facto gov- 
ernment, even getting up mass meetings 
with Senator Borah as chief speaker, at 
a time when our government policy was 
to cooperate with England, France, Ja- 

an and other countries to starve it cut. 
(Would any of us have the temerity to- 
day to get up a mass meeting calling 
for the recognition of the de facto gov- 
ernment of China? ) 


I have no doubt that then, as now, 
we probably had some Communist or 
near-Communist members. (General 
Bedell Smith says he has some even in 
the Central Intelligence Agency! And 
I note that “Counter-Attack” recently 
charged the Army and Navy with har- 
boring them!) Whenever there is a 
hue and cry against any group so that 
they dare not organize or work openly, 
they are likely to turn to joining other 
organizations whose program includes 
some of their objectives. Because the 
Communists or the Nazis or some other 
undesirable group whose methods are 
different from ours, choose to support 
some of the same objectives we do, 
those objectives do not, ipso facto, be- 
come undesirable. The common desires 
of mankind all over the world are so 
very common! We cannot disavow them 
because others, possibly for ignoble 
reasons, choose to support them, too. 
Perhaps that is just an indication of 
their validity. We used to be constantly 
confused with the League against War 
and Fascism which later became the 
League for Peace and Democracy, just 
as now we are confused with the Wo- 
men’s International Democratic Federa- 
tion. But the important thing, the es- 
sential thing—then as now—is that our 
leadership always remained clearly in 
the hands of the genuine pacifists. 
Those who thought to “infiltrate” us 
had either to content themselves with 
working within our framework and put- 
ting their energy into promoting our 
program or they go out. Eternal vigil- 
ance and hard work ourselves, not 
ejection and timidity, is the price of 
peace within our organization. 

The striking difference between our 
situation then and now is that then we 
were under constant attack and misrep- 
resentation from outside—the military 
leaders, the Un-American Activities 
Committee and other government offi- 

(continued on page 3) 


On Academic Freedom 


GERTRUDE B. Bussey, Ph.D. 

Dr. Bussey is Professor of Philosophy at 
Goucher College, Maryland. She is a member 
of the National Policy Committee of the Wo- 
men’s International League. In 1942 she was 
associated with the Executive Committee of 
Maryland Civil Liberties Committee. 


President Conant recently called at- 
tention to the fact that Harvard College 
is faced by both physical and spiritual 
dangers. It could conceivably be com- 
pletely demolished by an atomic bomb, 
and its spiritual heritage as an institu- 
tion of liberal education for free men 
might be undermined by present wide- 
spread attacks on academic freedom. 
Charles University at Prague stands as 
a clear warning of what happens to a 
university when scholars lose their 
freedom. 

No member of the Women’s Inter- 
national League for Peace and Freedom 
needs to be warned of the critical dan- 
gers in present attempts to ban books 
from schools and colleges, to interfere 
with curricula, and to investigate the 
loyalty of teachers. Our problem is 
how to meet such attempts wherever 
they occur. A firm belief in academic 
freedom in the abstract is easy. Intelli- 
gent efforts to defend it in specific situa- 
tions are difficult and call for courage 
and initiative. 

The bes tdefense against all attacks 
on freedom lies in an aroused and in- 
formed public opinion. Schools and 
colleges should not wait to be put on 
the defensive. They have nothing to 
hide from the community since educa- 
tion in America has never been an 
esoteric privilege of the few. Whatever 
their defects, they have a proud tradi- 
tion to preserve, and an_ honorable 
record of service to the community. 
While the present attacks show that 
they have not succeeded in educating 
men and women for freedom. the rem- 
edy lies in their explaining more clearly 
what they are trying to do and why 
any curtailment of freedom is disastrous 

(continued on page 2) 
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ACADEMIC FREEDOM—{(from page 
to their function. Large numbers of 
Americans believe in academic freedom, 
but too many think of it as a kind of 
privilege accorded to a minority rather 
than as the inner spirit of all true educa- 
tion. The primary responsibility for 
making the issues clear lies at the door 
of teachers and administrators, but if 
they are to carry out an effective pro- 
gram, they need the help of the press. 
the radio, of ministers, and of all types 
of community organizations. It is at 
this point that the Women’s Interna- 
tional League can be of most service. 

The freedom of the university teacher 
is simply the freedom to observe, ex- 
periment, and reflect unhampered by 
external authority. He must be “free 
to follow the argument whithersover it 
leadeth”, to reach conclusions that go 
counter to established ideas. Such free- 
dom involves the possibility of error 
since no scholar is infallible, but it is 
a necessary means. for progress. It 
would be ludicrous if it were not tragic 
to see men and women who are utilizing 
the recent discoveries of science trying 
to put limits on the discussions of schol- 
ars in the field of the social sciences. 
and on problems of values. A _ nation 
that intimidates its scholars is blinding 
its eyes and closing its ears. 

Freedom of teaching is no less im- 
portant than freedom of investigation. 
If students are to learn to think cour- 
ageously and clearly. and to investigate 
facts without blind prejudice. we must 
oppose conditions under which teachers 
are timid and students are encouraged 
to act as informers. We are happily a 
long way from such conditions, but 
they are likely to result from the con- 
tinuance of present attacks. If students 
discover that teachers cannot say what 
they believe. they will either seek else- 
where for enlightenment or will remain 
content with ignorant prejudices un- 
fitting them for wise decisions as citi- 
zens of a democracy. 

Many people will claim that the pres- 
ent attacks are warranted since they are 


directed at rooting out communists who 
are using schools and colleges for dis- 
loyal propaganda, not for true educa- 
tion. The difficulty with this reply is 
that such efforts at controlling opinion 
will never stop with communists. but 
will spread to include all who hold un- 
popular opinions. This has already 
been shown by current opposition to 
UNESCO, to the UN, and to all world- 
mindedness. The danger of this kind 
of indiscriminate opposition is partic- 
ularly great at the local level where 
personal spite and ignorant prejudice 
can find a ready outlet under the guise 
of super-patriotism. It is therefore at 
this local level that the need for an alert 
and enlightened public opinion is most 
necessary. 

While we have moved a long way 
from the confident assertion of freedom 
of men like Jefferson, Lincoln, and 
Holmes, we must not despair. As long 
as the cold war continues there are 
likely to be such attacks. But there 
are strong forces that can be rallied to 
the defense of freedom. It was hearten- 
ing to see the response to George Boas, 
Professor of Philosophy of Johns Hop- 
kins University, when he started a fund 
for the defense of Lattimore. Without 
raising the question of innocence or 
guilt, he simply acted as an individual 
to collect funds to secure adequate legal 
defense. Even more heartening was 
the response of scholars from all over 
the world, who gave their estimate of 
Mr. Lattimore’s scholarship as a reply 
to the campaign of ignorant and mali- 
cious vilification. 

The important thing for each of us 
as members of the Women’s Interna- 
tional League for Peace and Freedom 
is that we should have this sense of 
individual responsibility for using ev- 
ery channel that is open to us to combat 
specific infringements of freedom. and 
to support those who are suffering from 
attacks. We must continue to oppose 
all investigating committees whether 
national, state or local, which threaten 
our freedom, and at the same time, must 
aid in all efforts for clarification of the 
issue. Most of all we must guard our- 
selves from the contagion of hysteria 
and the paralysis of fear. This critical 
hour demands that every one of us 
should be willing to stand up and be 
counted. 


Think It Over 


. The attempt to secure justice. 
peace and democracy by means of a 
‘force’, which means, at this particular 
moment of history. thermite, high ex- 
plosives and vesicants, is about as reas- 
onable as the attempt to put out a fire 
with a colourless liquid that happens 
to be, not water. but petrol.” 

-—— Atpous Hux.ey, Words and Behavior, 1936 


UNITED NATIO 


Giapys WAL 


Merely because the United Nations 
has not made the headlines since the 
General Assembly recessed on Decem- 
ber 23, 1952 to reconvene on February 
24, 1953. does not mean that the world 
organization has been asleep or on va- 
cation—nor has your observer! 


The agencies that patiently, persist- 
ently, and constructively strive to serve 
humanity and to bring about conditions 
under which the peoples of the world 
can live in peace, never stop working. 
Their work is hampered by the conflicts 
between the great powers, they are lim- 
ited by budgets too small for the de- 
mands made on them, but in spite of 
these difficulties their accomplishments 
are remarkable. It is well to remind 
ourselves that this work of the UN is 
the most important of all to the major- 
ity of the peoples of the world. 


A brief glance at the nine-item agenda 
of the General Assembly (see page 109 
of the Feb. issue of UN Bulletin) when 
it reconvenes on February 24, will re- 
veal several issues which are priorities 
in the policy and program of WILPF. 
The Korean question will again have 
top priority. The General Assembly 
will be faced not only with a change in 
U.S. administration, but with a change 
in the major premises on which U.S. 
foreign policy was built. One of the 
premises was that the Korean war must 
be limited to the Korean peninsula. That 
premise has been scrapped by the de- 
neutralization of Formosa and further 
moves are in prospect: a blockade of 
the China coast as advocated by Ad- 
miral Arthur W. Radford, commander 
of the Pacific naval forces. and Senator 
Knowland; bombing of the Commun- 
ists’ rail communications on the main- 
land as suggested by Senator Wiley: 
stepping up of hostilities in Korea, and 
the building of South Korean forces 
from 12 to 14 divisions, as well as an 
attempt to enlist more Asian warfare 
manpower between two Asian peoples is 
particularly abhorrent to India. The 
reaction to this policy by allies and es- 
pecially Indian and other southeast 
Asians showed fear and alarm at steps 
they believe is bound to extend the war. 
The reaction of Peiping (N. Y. Times, 
Feb. 6) was to call upon the Eisenhower 
administration for resumption of Pan- 
munjon armistice talks to lead to an 
immediate cease fire in Korea on the 
basis of the armistice draft agreement 


‘including action on the repatriation of 


\all war prisoners and a conference of 
all powers involved after an armistice. 
Chou-En-lai, Chinese Communist Pre- 
mier and Foreign Minister, at the same 
time warned that if the new U.S. gov- 
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ernment intended to intervene in the 
internal affairs of China and meant to 
extend the war in Asia, the Chinese and 
North Koreans would mobilize their 
total manpower for an all-out struggle 
and carry the war to a successful end. 
The official attitude in Washington is 
that talks would not be resumed and the 
Chinese proposal would not be con- 
sidered if it meant prisoners were to 
he forced to return against their will. 


The report (N. Y. Times. Feb. 8) that 
India would send back to the Korean 
discussions two of her leading negotia- 
tors—Mrs. Pandit and Krishna Menon 
—would indicate that India can be ex- 
pected to oppose with the utmost vigor 
any step she thinks might lead to a drift 
toward world war. It may also be ex- 
pected in view of the statements of the 
Prime Minister and Mr. Menon, leader 
of the Asian-Arab group. that India will 
make another try for bringing about an 
armistice in Korea. WILPF will in 
every possible way support any effort 
that will seek to extend the area of 
negotiation for a peaceful settlement of 
the conflict and oppose the extension of 
the area of hostilities with the danger 
of a global war. 


Another issue of grave concern to 
WILPF will be the debate on staff prob- 
lems. In a report issued on February 4, 
Mr. Lie has defined his position as fol- 
lows: no military secrets are ever han- 
dled by the Secretariat: his standard 
for dismissal of persons involved in 
loyalty cases is that no employee should 
be retained if engaged in subversive 
activities, which he defines as action 
directed toward the overthrow of a gov- 
ernment by force or conspiracy, incite- 
ment or advocacy of such action; 
(charges must be supported by prepon- 
derance of evidence). A problem may 
arise from the fact that the U.S. and 
the UN have different standards in the 
loyalty problem, the U.S. position be- 
ing that “reasonable doubt” is sufficient 
to bar employment; the Secretariat is 
founded on the principle that responsi- 
bility for appointments and dismissals 
helong to the Secretary Generel, not to 
the member nations; a concern has been 
particularly manifest in the U.S., prin- 
cipal host country. Some members of 
the UN have criticized the way the 
loyalty program has been handled, the 
chief complaint being that the Assembly 
has not been consulted. Delegations 
will bring with them civil service ex- 
perts and it is expected there will be a 
thorough airing of the issue in an at- 
tempt to promote standards which will 
establish the effectiveness and integrity 
of the international civi service. 


Public Relations News 

ln response to numerous requests for 
material, we now have two excellent 
tape recordings available, which may 
be used both for radio and for meet- 
ings. They are: 

1. “Women of the Americas Are 
One”—a fine and informative 14 min- 
ute interview with Else Picon and 
Annalee Stewart. Gives a comprehen- 
sive overall picture of WILPF — its 
activities and objectves. 

2. “Emily Greene Balch”—a 30 min- 
ute documentary by Kit Cassel, pro- 
duced by the Philadelphia Fellowship 
Commission. (One of a series entitled 
“Within Our Gates”.) 

A charge of $2 each will be made 
(to go toward cosis of transcrpition) 
plus postage. They are well worth your 
making an effort to lave them used. 

For further information please write 
to the Philadelphia Office or to me. 

Janet N. NEUMAN 
2815 Brandywine Street 
Washington 8, D.C. 


Art For World Friendship 
Faces a Challenge 


A letter arrived for the chairman of 
The National Art for World Friendship 
Committee from a friend in Holland. 
It reads: “You asked me what you can 
do. Allow me to make a suggestion. — 
In the Southwest of this country there 
are thousands of sufferers from the 
flood. A great number of people are in 
financial need. We have just overcome 
the many difficulties caused by the late 
war, but as a result of the late disaster 
this country is on the verge of ruin. 
Yesterday the Dutch section of A.W.F. 
decided to have 12 Dutch children’s 
drawings published as colored picture 
post cards, and to give any favorable 
balance to the National Relief Fund. 
Now what we want to ask is this: How 
many of these reproductions can you 
sell? Many children have become or- 
phans and many people reduced to 
heggary.” 

The letter goes on to say that money 
is more urgently needed than clothing 
and blankets, since enough of these has 
been collected to deal with the situation. 

Can the Art for World Friendship 
Committee meet this challenge? One 
thousand cards have been ordered. but 
the committee rightly feels that that is 
just a token offering. Those who have 
seen he charming picture cards de- 
signed by children and so sold by UNI- 
CEF at Christmas. will have a good 
idea of how colorful, gay, and utterly 
delightful a child’s drawing can be. 

Here is the opportunity to live what 
we advocate: “Friendship” for a friend 
in need. Address your communications 
to Mrs. Frederick W. Muller, Jr., 
Friendly Acres, Media, Pa. 


UNITED WE STAND—{from page !) 
cials (even our offices were broken into 
and rifled). the DAR, industrial lead- 
ers (even YWCAs in some places re- 
fused to let us meet in their buildings. 
One secretary was threatened with the 
loss of her job because she posted one 
of our notices: some men’s service 
clubs were warned not to listen to our 
speakers, and so on).; but we were 
united within ourselves. whereas today, 
we are remarkably free from outside 
attack (we have heen investigated and 
found “consistent”: we are given all 
kinds of recognition by both govern- 
mental and conservative non-govern- 
mental organizations, which believe in 
our integrity and our long record of 
wise leadership, but we are attacked 
from within by our,own members who 
have become frightened by the current 
hysteria, and want us to start labeling 
members and changing our traditional 
tolerant attitude. Attacks solidify as 
is well known to political leaders, but 
internal suspicions and lack of cenfi- 
dence, secret whisperings the 
growth of cliques and factionalism can 
break down an organization faster — 
can be more fatal to its spiritual life, 
to its health and to its usefulness—than 
any number of outside attacks. Wo- 
men’s organizations are traditionally 
prone to such weaknesses, but I think 
one can see it in all kinds of organiza- 
tions and institutions. from churches to 
political bodies. that have outlasted 
their original leacership and the close- 
knit group which started them. If we 
can keep our spirit sound, I am not 
afraid of attacks on us without, or of 
boring from within. 

(From the Report to the National Board 
Meeting, Washington, D.C., Jan. 29-31, 1953. 
The full text of Mrs. Olmsted’s Report may 
be secured from the Administrative Office on 
request.) 


Send Petitions NOW! 


Petitions for nominating candidates 
for National Board electon asre now in 
the hands of Branch Chairmen. Others 
may get them from the Philadelphia 
oflice. Remember that any ten mem- 
bers may nominate a candidate. Also 
note that the candidate must give her 
consent and be willing to plan at attend 
Board meetings (two or three per year). 
The deadline for receipt at the Phila- 
delphia office of signed petitions with a 
biographical sketch of the candidate is 
APRIL FIRST. Send completed _peti- 
tions now. the sooner the better. Ask 
qualified members to be candidates for 
an elective position (two year term), 
even though they hold an appointed 
position (one year term) on the present 
Board. 

Betty Potster, Chairman 
Nominating Committee 


NATIONAL BOARD ADOPTS RESOLUTIONS 


The following resolutions with the exception of three*, were adopted and sent by the U.S. 
Section, WIL, at the meting of the National Board in Washington, January 29. 30, 1953. 


TO: President Eisenhower. Secretary 
Dulles. 

Re: Permission of Jews to Emigrate 
from Russia. 

Inasmuch as the recent resurgence of 
anti-semitism in the USSR and_ the 
countries within its orbit has created 
a climate of opinion in which the sur- 
viving two and a half million Jews in 
these countries should not be asked to 
live, the National Board of the Women’s 
International League for Peace and 
Freedom, meeting in Washington, D. C., 
January 29-31. calls upon the United 
States government to make appropriate 
representations to the governments of 
these countries in the interest of secur- 
ing permission for the emigration of 
the surviving members of European 
Jewry, still smarting under the painful 
memories of the annihilation of six 
millions of their people. As a token of 
the sincerity of the United States. we 
call upon the Administration to initiate 
the legislation necessary to permit the 
entrance into this country of a propor- 
tionate number of these seeking asylum. 


TO: President Dwight D. Eisenhower. 
Re: Segregation in the District of .. 
Columbia. 

The National Board of the Women’s 
International League for Peace and 
Freedom, meeting in Washington, D. C., 
January 29-31, 1953. is deeply gratified 
by the position which you took during 
the campaign in favor of the elimination 
of segregation in the District of Colum- 
bia and earnestly urges that you give 
early attention to the steps necessary 
to implement this campaign promise. 


TO: Senator Joseph McCarthy, Chair- 
man, Senate Committee on Govern- 
ment Operations; Senator William 
E. Jenner, Chairman, Senate Rules 
Committee; Representative Harold 
H. Velde, Chairman. House Un- 
American Activities Committee: 
copies to the National Education 
Ass’n, the American Federation of 
Teachers, and the American Ass’n 
of University Professosr. 


Re: Investigations of Privately-Sup- 

ported Colleges and Universities. 
The National Board of the Women’s 
International League for Peace and 
Freedom, meeting in Washington. D.C.. 
January 29-31, 1953. considers the pres- 
ent proposals for Congressional investi- 
gations of alleged subversive activities 
in privately-supported colleges and uni- 
versities as one of the most ominous 
single attacks upon the fabric of Amer 
ican freedom in recent years. Such in- 


vestigations tend inevitably to create 
an atmosphere of fear and suspicion, 
and lead to the destruction of that cli- 
mate of intellectual freedom essential to 
the independent thought which is the 
basic strength of American democracy. 
We urge the Congressional Committees 
to reconsider their decision to conduct 
such investigations. 


Re: World Disarmament. 
The National Board of the Women’s 


International League for Peace and 
Freedom, meeting in Washington, D.C., 
January 29-31. 1953, appreciates the 
concern of President Eisenhower for 
the reduction and limitation of arma- 
ments as expressed in his Inaugural Ad- 
dress, January 20, 1953. In order to 
teansfer quickly this concern into Unit- 
ed States foreign policy, the Women’s 
International League for Peace and 
Freedom recommends that the State 
Department review the Baruch propos- 
als and instruct the United States Dele- 
gate to the United Nations Disarmament 
Commission to make fresh proposals 
with regard to the ownership and man- 
agement of atomic facilites to break 
the present deadlock, and to take the 
first steps toward universal, total dis- 
armament, 


The Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom further suggests, 
as a guarantee of United States sin- 
cerity, that such proposals carry the 
recommendations that all nations pledge 
an amount equal to 10% of the current 
year’s planned military budget to the 
work of the United Nations in the field 
of social and economic development of 
the underprivileged areas of the world. 


TO: Secy. of Interior Douglas McKay. 
Re: Appointment of {ndian Commis- 
sioner. 


Aware that over a long period of 
years the United States Bureau of Indi- 
an Affairs has been directed by a suc- 
cession of white commissioners, and 
confident that the number of  well- 
educated Indians has greatly increased, 
the National Board of the Women’s In- 
ternational League for Peace and Free- 
dom, meeting in Washington, D.C.. 
January 29-31, 1953. records its strong 
approval of the appointment at this 
time of a qualified Indian as Commis- 
sioner of the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 


* Resolutions regarding Anti-semitism, 
Tariff and Trade Agreements, Cupital Punish- 
ment, will appear in next edition Four Licnts. 


Two Good Friends 


Last year Pearl Buck wrote two mov- 
ing letters for the WIL, urging defeat 
of Conscription in Congress and sup- 
port of WIL’s efforts in the campaign. 
We sent these letters with an enclosed 
folder to approximately 28,000 men 
and women throughout the United 
States; and our participation in tlc 
anti-conscription struggle owed much 
of its success to Pearl Buck’s generous 
help. 

Dorothy Canfield Fisher is helping 
us this year on another issue of funda- 
mental importance to every man, wo- 
man and child throughout the world. 
A letter in which Mrs. Fisher urged 
support of the UN and WIL’s activities 
in this drection went out in November 
while the Assembly was in session. Each 
letter enclosed a WIL leaflet “Appoint 
Yourself a Committee of One to Sup- 
port the UN”, suggesting action on be- 
half of the UN, financial support to 
WIL activity, and membership, if de- 
sired. Again the results of this letter 
have been gratifying. 20,000 letters 
were sent to names which have been 
sent in here from various sources 
through our members, or through an 
exchange with a few like-minded groups. 
To date (and replies are still com‘ng 
in) we have over 200 new members as 
well as a number of renewals of old 
members. The letters have more than 
paid for themselves, and we have sent 
our message far and wide to a new 
audience. 

We have not used our own member- 
ship lists, but occasionally one of our 
members is on another list, and has re- 
ceived one of these appeals. Obviously. 
we cannot check all these names with 
our membership I'st; but we do regret 
the fact that this has happened and 
hope that members already supporting 
WIL work locally, nationally and inter- 
nationally will look upon these letters 
as an evidence of the deep concern of 
two eminent women and their willing- 
ness to give their rare gift and profes- 
sional skill for peace and freedom 
through the channel of the WIL. We 


are all deeply grateful to them. 


The Women's International League 
for Peace and Freedom 
Literature Office 
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